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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlei-ien, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  ciroumstanoes  of  your  district  for  the  year  1938* 

The  Vital  Statistics  show  that  the  health  of  your  urban  district 
continues  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

There  has  not  been  a maternal  death,  nor  a case  of  Polioi:Tyelitis  or 
Diphtheria  during  the  year. 

The  birth  rate  is  well  above  last  year,  but  the  death  rate  is  soue- 
v;hat  higher  too.  Of  the  2f43  deaths,  just  about  half  ( 22if)  were  over  70 
years  of  ago  - 89  of  these  being  over  80  years.  Diseases  of  the  cardio- 
vascular system  accounted  for  22jj8. 

The  still  birth  rate  is  down  and  is  well  below  the  corressponding 
rate  for  England  and  Uales. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  only  about  half  of  what  it  was  last  year. 
This  is  the  first  tl.ie  the  urban  district  has  been  below  the  average  for 
the  country  as  a whole.  Of  the  1 6 infant  deaths  which  occurred  during  the 
year  four  were  due  to  prematurity;  five  to  infection;  tliree  to  abnormalities; 
three  to  asph;>’xia  - each  bf  these  due  to  a different  cause;  and  one  to  birth 
trauma. 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  nuraber  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  23 
to  33  j but  a big  reduction  in  both  Measles  and  ¥hc oping  Gough. 

The  notifications  of  Pneumonia  have  exactly  halved  those  for  last  year 
resulting  in  eight  deaths. 

The  number  of  cases  of  lung  Cancer  has  increased  from  eight  in  193^ 
to  10  in  1937>  and  this  year  is  12.  This  increase  is  taking  place  all  over 
the  country.  I doubt  if  we  will  see  any  reduction  in  cigarette  smoking 
until  we,  as  a profession,  take  personally  to  heart  the  strong  statistical 
connection  between  lung  cancer  and  smoking.  To  prevent  the  teenager  start- 
ing to  smoke  should  be  the  main  aim. 

The  notifications  of  pulr.ionary  Tuberculosis  dropped  by  two,  but  the 
non-pulmonary  increased  by  three. 

Details  of  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit’ s visit  are  given  later 
in  the  report.  There  was  a poor  response  - only  l897  out  of  a population 
of  over  33»000  attended.  Three  cases  of  active  Tuberculosis  were  discovered 
and  another  tv;o  who  required  occasional  supervision. 
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I -would  like  to  acloiowledge  the  courtesy  and  consideration  extended 
to  Lie  by  iry  Council,  and  escpress  iny  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  for  another  year's  conscientious  work. 

AREA  MD  SOCI/iL  COrPITIONS, 

The  area  of  the  district  is  9*33^  acres.  The  estimted  population 
rn  mid  1958  was  35 >380,  an  increase  of  110  o'n  the  previous  year's  estimate. 

The  rateable  value  at  the  end  of  1 958  was  £298 ,81 4 and  tfe  product  of 
a penny  rate  £ll2ij8. 

The  number  of  inliabited  houses  according  to  the  Council's  rate  books 
was,  at  the  end  of  1958,  11  ,265. 

VITAL  STATISTICS, 

In  the  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district 
the  corrected  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  have  been  used 
and  the  rates  quoted  are  based  on  the  above  mentioned  estiiiiated  population. 


— 

Live  Births, 

' ■ * 1 1 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate. 

682 

349 

333 

Illegitii.iate, 

i 

32 

14 

18 

TOTAL. 

714 

363 

351 

The  crude  live  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  population  is 
20.1 8,  the  standard  birth  rate  is  19»37»  The  corresponding  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  16.4« 


P-  .. 

! 

Still  Births 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate, 

13 

10 

3 

Illegitimate. 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL, 

13 

10 

3 

Rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births,  crude  - l8,21,’  standard  17*48. 
The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  21.6. 
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DEATHS. 


After  correction  for  outwardly  and  inwardly  transferable  deaths  a 
total  of  44-3  (259  niales  and  I84  females)  deaths  of  residents  were  recorded 
during  the  year,  giving  a crude  death  rate  of  12.32  per  1 ,000  and  a standard 
death  rate  of  14»65  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  death  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  in  1958  ''''ms  11  .Y*  Cardio-vascular  diseases 
accounted  for  248  of  the  total  deaths. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Six  male  and  ten  female  infants  died  during  the  year  before  attaining 
their  first  birthday.  One  _:male  was  illegitimate.  Of  these  five 
legitimate  males  and  six  legitimate  feiaales  and  1 illegitimate  male  died 
before  the  age  of  four  weeks. 

Mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  - crude  22.41:  standard  - 21.31. 

The  rate  in  England  and  Vifales  in  1958  was  22. 3 > an  .unprecedented  low 
record  for  the  country. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  from  various 
causes  during  the  year. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

M 

p 

TOTAL. 

Lung  Cancer. 

10 

2 

12 

Other  Cancers. 

20 

26 

46 

Leukaemia. 

2 

2 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

41 

37 

78 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

37 

33 

90 

H^ertension  with  heart  disease. 

5 

3 

8 

Other  heart  disease. 

30 

23 

35 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 

15 

10 

23 

Pneumonia. 

3 

3 

8 

Bronchit  is. 

17 

7 

24 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

3 

0 

3 

Gastric  or  duodenal  ulcer. 

2 

2 

4 

Gastritis  and  enteritis. 

1 

0 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. 

1 

4 

5 

Diabetes. 

0 

0 

0 

Hyperplasis  of  Prostate. 

3 

0 

5 

Congenital  malformations. 

2 

3 

3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

3 

0 

3 

All  other  accidents. 

11 

6 

17 

Suicide. 

3 

4 

7 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms). 

7 

2 

9 

Influenza. 

1 

0 

1 

Other  infections. 

1 

0 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth. 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  infections. 

0 

0 

0 

Syphylitic  diseases. 

1 

0 

1 

All  other  causes  than  those  specified. 

18 

13 

31 

- TOTAL. 

259 

184 

44-3 
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INFECTIOUS  DIBEASSS, 


The  following  table  ishcrAg  the  number  of  cases  notified  and  the  deaths 
fron  the  various  infectious  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis)  which 
occurred  during  195S*  Of  these  infectious  diseases  the  following  relate 
to  persons  not  normally  resident  in  this  area:- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  3 (One  each  from  Shildon  U.D. ; Crook  and  1/Villington 
U.D. ; and  Darlington  R.D.  ) 

PolioLorelitis  1 (fron  Crook  and  Y/illington  U.D.) 

Dysentery  5(3  from  Croo  and  Willington  U.D. ; i fron  Darlington  R.D. ; 
and  1 fron  Sedgef ield  R.D. ). 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
not  if  ied. 

Total  nur-±)er 
after  corrected 
diagnosis. 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital. 

Total  deaths. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

33 

33 

6 

0 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

2j-6 

. 46 

1 

8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

4 

1 

0 

Measles 

130 

130 

0 

0 

V;  ho  oping  Cough 

158 

158 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

14 

14 

6 

0 

Acute  Polioiayelitis 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Acute  Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

386 

386 

15 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  shows,  in  arrangement  by  age  groups,  the  number 
of  new  cases  notified  and  of  deaths  fron  tuberculosis  occurring  in  the 
district  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  those  enumerated  in  the  table,  two  males  died  fron 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  who  were  not  notified  as  suffering  fron  tin  disease 
prior  to  death. 


h. 


CD 

0 

ases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

P ulriionfiry 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

0 - 

1 - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 - 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 

4 

3 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

25  - 

4 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 

4 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 
over% 

1 

1 

1 

1958 

1 6 

8 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1957 

17 

9 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1 956 

5 

14 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1955 

15 

9 

1 

“ 

3 

3 

1 

- 

1 954 

13 

7 

2 

1 

7 

5 

- 

- 

1953 

15 

19 

2 

2 

6 

6 

- 

1 

1952 

23 

21 

1 

3 

6 

9 

- 

2 

1951 

18 

11 

- 

2 

11 

10 

1 

- 

1950 

22 

32 

3 

8 

9 

5 

1 

4 

19A5) 

17 

21 

7 

6 

12 

9 

1 

In  the  reports  for  l955j  195^  and  1957  reference  \ias  made  to  the  special 
consideration  given  by  the  Council  to  housing  applicants  from  a home  contain- 
ing a sufferer  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  This  special  consideration  was 
continued  during  1958  when  3 such  families  were  re-housed  in  adequate  modern 
dwellings. 


Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 

The  following  statistics  for  1958  relate  to  this  district: - 


M 

P 

Tot: 

Attendances 

828 

1 069 

1897 

Recalled 

33 

25 

58 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinic 

7 

7 

14 

Of  the  numbers  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic:  - 
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3 were  found  to  be  suffering  from  active  tuberculosis* 

2 required  occasional  supervision. 

3 had  acquired  cardiac  conditions. 

9 were  suffering  from  pneumoconiosis. 

12  were  listed  under  other  conditions. 

1 failed  to  attend  for  a large  film. 

Y/ATER. 


The  town*s  water  -vjorks  continues  to  serve  a population  of  about  13i000. 
A constant  supply  is  maintained  without  restrictions.  3 houses  are 
supplied  with  good  quality  water  at  a very  reasonable  cost.  Sample's  >3ave 
been  taken  regularly  each  fortnight  from  various  parts  of  the  dis’arict  for 
bacteriological  examination  by  the  Public  Analyst  and  the  result  of  vhesc 
have  been  consistently  good.  All  houses  and  premises  in  the  district 
served  by  the  works  have  been  examined  at  least  t\jioe  during  the  year,  and 
the  older  parts  of  the  town  have  had  a special  and  more  fi’equent  inspection. 


Monthly  consumption  of  water  is  as  follows: - 


Jan. 

13,747,000. 

May. 

I5,2f£8,000. 

Sep. 

1 3 ,486  ,000. 

Peb. 

1 3 ,531  ,000. 

Jun. 

15,152,000. 

Oct. 

14,252,000. 

IViar. 

15,203,000. 

Jul. 

15,579,000. 

Nov. 

14,214,000. 

Apr. 

15,368,000. 

•Aug. 

14,873,000. 

Dec. 

15,212,000. 

A total  of  178,085,000  gallons  for  the  year. 

SEV/ACa  DISPOSAL. 

The  aewftge  purification  works  at  Vinovium  has  continued  to  function 
fairly  satisfactorily  under  very  overlaoded  conditions.  This  overlaoding 
has  increased  as  more  conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system  have  been 
carried  out,  and  more  new  houses  built. 

The  final  effluent,  although  fully  oxidised,  has  been  most  unsatis- 
factory with  regard  to  suspended  solids* 

The  River  Board’s  standard  of  an  effluent  of  about  30  parts  per 
million  suspended  solids  has  never  been  reached.  During  peak  flow  it  has 
actually  been  as  high  as  150  parts  per  million. 

This  works  also  treats  sewage  from  parts  of  Spennymoor  Urban  District, 
Shildon  Urban  District  and  Barnard  Castle  Rural  District. 

SPECIAL  HEALTH  SERVICED. 

( a)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  following  children  were  treated  during  the  year  in  their  homes, 
doctors’  surgeries  or  County  clinics: - 

147  children  received  primary  full  courses  of  irxiunisation  treatuient. 

73  children  received  "booster"  doses. 
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This  is  a very  poor  response  indeed. 

200  children  received  prirnary  coi:±)ined  diphtheria  and  pertussis 
vaccinations  and  7 children  received  "booster"  doses. 

(b)  Sioallpox  Vaccination. 

287  pr inary  vaccinations  and  23  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

( c)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

The  nuLiber  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year  (all  groups) 
was  as  follows:- 

First  Inflection  - 1 90  children  born  between  the  years  1 943  “ 1 

1 27  persons  born  between  1 3ii2  - ^ 933* 

1 expectant  mother. 

Second  Injection-  1943  children  born  between  1943  “ 

33  persons  born  between  1942  - 1 933* 

43  expectant  mothers. 

32  general  practitioners  and  families. 

13  ambulance  drivers  and  families. 

( d)  Whooping  Coug>u 

2f2  children  were  vaccinated  against  whooping  cough. 

IvEAT  E'TSPEGTION. 

During  the  year  lOC^  inspection  was  attained  in  the  course  of  1 6O6 
visits, to  the  eight  licensed  slaughterhouses.  In  all,  the  carcases  and 
organs  of  15,708  animals  were  irispected. 

Although  the  nuiber  of  anirials  slaughtered  was  about  the  same  as  in 
1957>  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  fell  by 
more  than  50^ • 4 large  percentage  of  the  condemnations  shown  as  "other 

diseases"  is  due  to  an  infection  of  the  livers  of  cattle,  cows  and  sheep 
caused  by  the  liver  flul-ce  Fasciola  Hepatica.  This  parasite  causes 
irritation  of  the  bile  ducts,  which  enlarge  and  calcify,  and  a proliferation 
of  the  fibrous  tissue.  The  liver  becomes  urumarketable  and  due  to  its 
appearance  receives  the  descriptive  nomenclature  of  being  "hobnail". 

The  incidence  of  Gysticercosis  increases. 

The  cyst  of  Cysticerci  Bovis  is  round  or  oval  and  varies  in  size  from 
a pinliead  to  that  of  a pea.  It  is  located  in  various  predilection  sites, 
vis,  the  internal  and  external  muscles  of  the  cheeks,  heart  and  diaphragm 
of  cattle. and  cows,  and  these  organs  are  incised  during  routine  examination. 
If  the  meat  is  eaten  raw  or  not  sufficiently  cooked,  mn  ingests  the  cysts 
from  \.'hich  a tape-.vom  ( Taenia  Saginata)  IO  ft.  to  25  ft.  in  length  develops 
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in  the  intestines.  The  liie  cycle  is  completed  v?hen  the  tapeworm  host 
excretes  live  segments  containing  eggs  and  these  are  eaten  by  bovines  who 
become  the  intermediate  hosts. 

The  importance  of  maintaining  10C^  inspection  in  order  to  prevent  as 
far  as  is  possible  such  neat  from  being  retailed  is  thus  easily  appreciated. 

SLAUGHTER  31  iUlD  SLAU&IfCSRHOUSSS. 

In  the  urban  district  eight  slaughterhouses  are  licensed,  via:-  one 
at  ¥itton  Park;  one  at  Etherley  Dene;  two  at  \7est  Auckland;  one  at  Coundon 
Grange;  three  in  Bishop  Auckland. 

During  the  year,  for  the  purposes  of  meat  inspection,  a total  1606 
visits  were  mde  to  the  premises. 

In  1958,  thirty  tlnree  licences  authorising  the  holders  to  slaughter 
or  stun  animals  were  issued. 

The  legislation  governing  slaughterhouses  and  slaughtering  was  made 
more  conplex  by  the  issue  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958  and  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act,  1958. 

The  law  relating  to  this  work  is  now  contained  in  five  major  Acts  and 
numerous  Regulations.  The  Slaughterhouses  Act,  apart  from  amending  four 
other  Acts,  contains  provision  for  issuing  new  Regulations  regulating  and 
prescribing  miniinum  standards  of  construction,  ]r}ygiene  and  the  prevention 
of  cruelty  to  animals. 

The  provisions  for  the  granting  of  new  licences  in  the  various 
designated  areas  have  been  revised.  Section  I5l(l)  of  the  1937  Factories 
Act  has  been  amended  and  so  brings  within  the  scope  of  the  Factroies  Acts 
of  1937  and  19^  all  slaughter  houses  and  Imackers’  yards,  including 
lairages.  This  deals  with  the  safety,  health  and  welfare  of  workers  in 
these  premises. 

Section  3 of  the  Act  requires,  in  due  course,  all  local  authorities 
to  review  and  report  to  the  Minister  on:  - 

(a)  the  existing  and  probable  future  requirements  of  their  districta 
for  slaughterhouse  facilities,  and 

(b)  the  facilities  ’v.’hich  are,  or  ai-e  likely  to  become,  available  to 
meet  those  requirements. 

In  the  report,  the  local  authority  will  have  to  recomiuend  a date  on 
which  the  Minister  might  apply  the  new  construction  standards  for  Iiygiene, 
etc.  It  will  also  include  those  premises  that  already  conform  to  these 
standards;  those  that  do  not  conform  but  will  be  expected  to  do  so;  and 
those  that  it  is  expected  cannot  conform. 
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An  Oi'der  issued  on  the  1st,  January,  1959*  appoints  the  2nd* 
Novenbor,  1959  as  the  earliest  day  by  which  .local  authorities  shall  submit 
their  reports  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  they 
must  be  submitted  not  later  than  twelve  months  after  the  appointed  day. 

The  need,  even  though  so  coiiplex,  for  legislation  and  the  standards 
prescribed  lias  been  evident  for  a long  time.  It  is  hoped  tlriat  some 
future  trend  will  regulate  slaughtering  hours  and  to  cut  out  the  hours  of 
overtime,  particularly  on  Sundays,  that  have  to  be  spent  inspecting  meat. 

The  following  is  a sumraary  of  meat  inspection  during  1958 


Cattle 
ex  Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed. 

3567 

749 

43 

61  87 

51  62 

Nuther  inspected. 

3567 

749 

43 

6187 

51  62 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
, TUBERCULOSIS  & CISTICERCI. 

Whole  carcases  condemed. 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

869 

191 

150 

98 

Percentage  affected. 

21 .31 

25.65 

2.45 

1.95 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY. 

T.^hole  carcases  condemned. 

3 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
)r  organ  was  condeioned. 

113 

-36 

62 

Percentage  affected. 

3.39 

4.94 

2,52 

1.19 

CYSTICERCOSIS. 

^.Thole  carcases  condemned. 

Carca^jes  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

11 

2 

MM—  — 

Percentage  affected. 

C.31 

c.  26 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration. 

mmmm 

M— — M 

Generalised  or  totally 
condemned. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  following  other  foodstuffs  were  condemned: - 

80  tins  ham;  490  tins  meat;  525  tins  fruit;  655  tins  vegetables;  80  tins 
soup;  11 6 tins  milk;  5 tins  cream;  45  tins  fish;  1 jar  coffee;  1 jar  pickles; 
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lb.  pork  sausage;  -fS  lb.  beef  sausage;  8 lb.  tongue;  10  tons  19  o\vts. 
potatoes. 

FOOD  PEEI', IISES. 

The  following  are  the  nui.ibers  of  the  various  types  of  food  prenises 
in  the  area:- 

1 76  G-eneral  Dealers.  21  prenises  where  or  fron  nilk 

IO  Greengrocers  anchor  Fruiterers.  only  is  retailed. 

36  Confectioners.  33  Butchering  and  snail  neats 

5 Wet  Fish  Shops.  nanuf act ur ing  prenises. 

22  Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops.  20  snack  bars,  caf ^s  or 

14  Bakehouses.  restaurants. 

29  General  Grocery  shops. 

Thirty  prenises  are  registered  for  the  rnnufacture  and  sale  of  snail 
neats,  sausages,  etc. 

Seven  prenises  are  registered  for  the  nanuf act ure,  storage  and  sale 
of  ice-crean. 

121  prenises  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice-crean. 

47  prenises  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
for  the  distribution  of  nilk. 

During  tiie  year  53  licences  were  issued  to  use  special  designations 
in  nilk  retail,  shown  as  follows: - 

37  licences  issued  to  use  the  designation  PASTEURISED. 

3 licences  issued  to  use  the  designation  TUBERCULIN  TESTED. 

13  licences  issued  to  use  the  designation  STERILISED. 

1 Supplenentary  licence  issued  to  use  the  designation  PASTEURISED. 

1 Supplenentary  licence  issued  to  use  the  designation  TUBERCULIN 
TESTED. 

FOOD  SAIIPLING. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Food  and  Water. 

During  the  year  30  saiples  of  ice  crean  were  collected  fron 
manufacturers  or  retailers  within  the  area.  These  samples  were  submtted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  were  graded  as 
follows: - 

8 were  classed  provisional  Grade  1 . 

4 were  classed  provisional  Grade  2. 

6 were  classed  provisional  Grade  3» 

1 2 were  classed  provisional  Grade  2^ 

One  manufacturer’s  ice  crean  was  graded  2f  in  six  successive  saiiples. 
This  caused  no  inconsiderable  amount  of  concern.  Inspections  were  made 
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to  the  prenises  with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  cause  of  this  high  bacteria 
content  ice-crean.  It  was  ultiniately  found,  that  the  sterilising  process 
was  at  fault,  and  when  this  was  corrected  a purer  ice-creau  was  obtained. 

Also  during  the  year,  23  saii’ples  of  water,  as  supplied  by  Durham 
County  V/ater  Board,  were  collected  from  domestic  dwellings.  Five  of  these 
were  found  to  contain  a high  bacteria  count,  but  fui'ther  sanpling  from  the 
taps  ( sterilised  and  unsterilised)  showed  a personal  contamination  at  the 
point  of  collection. 

FACTORIES  AND  NORISHOPS. 


No  statutory  notices  were  served  during  the  year,  compliance  being 
obtained  in  each  case  by  infori:ial  action. 

The  register  showed  that  during  the  year  of  1 55^  the  number  of 
factories  in  the  district  was  as  follows: - 

\7here  mechanical  power  is  used  135 

Where  mechanical  power  is  not  used  1 7 

a total  of  152. 

These  were  classified  as:- 


Food  mnufacture  and  processing  26 
Engineering  and  allied  trades  62 
Clothing,  footwear  and  textiles  20 
liiscellaneous  hh- 


Contraventions. 

Informal  notices  were  served  f or: - 

Want  of  cleanliness  4 

Unreasonable  ter.5)erature  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient.  1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective.  6 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes.  1 


Nu:±)er  of  factories  on  Register  152 

N amber  of  factories  visited.  45 

Nui.±)er  of  visits  made.  59 

Number  of  factories  found  to  be  lacking  in  some  respect.  14 

NuL'ber  of  factories  where  faults  were  remedied.  14 

Nu±»er  of  written  notices  ( informal)  14 


SLIH  CLEARANCE. 


In  May,  seventeen  Clearance  Orders  were  made,  involving  the  following 
areas  and  houses:  - 
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AKEAS. 


HOUSES. 


1)  Bondgate,  Bishop  Auckland. 

2)  Wear  Chare  & The  Batts, 

Bishop  Auckland. 

3)  Dial  Stob  Hill  (no.  i). 

Bishop  Auckland. 

4}  Dial  Stob  Hill  (No.  2). 

Bishop  Auckland. 

5)  Low  Dial  Stob  Hill, 

Bishop  Auckland. 

6)  Jock's  Row  (No.  i). 

Bishop  Auckland. 

7)  Jock's  Row,  (No.  2), 

Bishop  Auckland. 

8)  Dell  Bank  Cottages, 

Bishop  Auckland. 

9)  George  Pit,  Escorib. 

10)  Banlcfoot  Cottages,  Leasingthorne. 
11  ) Dixon's  Row,  Coundon  Grange. 

12)  Wharton  Street,  Coundon. 

13)  Back  Church  Street,  Coundon. 

14)  The  Barracks,  St.  Helen's. 

15)  New  Street  (No.  i). 

Vvest  Auckland. 

16)  Nev;  Street  (No.  2), 

T(7est  Auckland. 

17)  New  Street  (No.  3) » 

Vifest  Auckland. 


25,  26. 

25,  26,  27,  28j  1 , 2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7, 

S,  9,  10,  11 , 12,  13* 

1 > 2,  3,  4,  4b,  5,  5b,  6,  6b,  7,  7b,  8. 

Castle  Cottage,  11  , 12,  13,  14,  15* 

3,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14, 
15,  16. 

17,  18,  19,  20. 

25,  26,  27. 

1 > 2 , 3 , 4,  5* 

1 , 2,3,  4,  5* 

1 , 2 , 3 , 4,  5* 

1 , 2 , 3 , 4,  5 , 

5,  6,  7,  8. 

1 , 2,  3,  4,  5i  6,  7,  8,  9. 

5,  6,  7,  8. 

1 , 2 , 3 , 4,  5 , 

9,  10,  11 , 12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17. 


20,  21  , 22,  23,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31, 
32,  33,  34. 


A Public  Inquiry  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on  the  27th.  August,  1958 
when  a number  of  Objectors  to  seven  of  the  Orders  were  heard.  All  the 
areas  were  subsequently  confirmed  with  the  exclusion  of  No.  20,  New  Street 
West  Auckland. 


UNPIT  HOUSES. 

1 . Houses  demolished. 


In  Clearance  Areas. 

Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 

Action  under  S.1  X 1 ) 

Housing  Act,  1957* 

Unfit  houses  closed. 

Action  under  S.l6(4)  , 1 X 1 ) , 
35(1),  Housing  Act,  l957. 


Houses 

Displacement 

Demolished 

Persons 

Families 

98 

402 

• 

123 

2 

.5 

2 

2 

15 

2 

12 


2.  Unfit  houses  \7here  defects  were  renedied. 


a.  After  infernal  aotion  by 
local  authority. 

b.  After  fom^al  action  under 

i.  Public  Health  Act. 

ii.  Sections  9 and  16, 
Housing  Act,  1957» 


By  Ovmer. 

By  Local 
, A.uthority. 

1 08 

39 

- 

1 

■ . .fc. 

RENT  ACT,  1957. 

1 • Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 


Nuober  of  Applications  for  Certificates.  82 

Nur±)er  of  decisions  not  to  issue  Certificates.  2 

Nuiober  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificates. 

a.  In  respect  of  sor^  but  not  all  the  defects.  87 

b.  In  respect  of  all  the  defects.  39 

I Nui:±)er  of  Undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  Para.  5 of 

the  first  schedule.  85 

Nunber  of  Undertakings  refused  by  local  authority  under 
proviso  to  Para.  5 of  the  first  schedule.  0 

Nanber  of  Certificates  issued.  34 


2.  Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 


Applications  by  landlords  to  local  authority  for 

cancellation  of  Certificates.  5 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  Certificates.  1 

Decisions  by  local  authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenant’ s objection.  3 

Certificates  cancelled  by  local  authority.  8 


HOUSES. 

In  1938  a total  of  157  nev.'  houses  or  flats  were  provided  in  the  urban 
district.  This  was  an  increase  of  35  over  1957»  Of  this  na-iber  1 24  were 
built  by  the  Council;  25  by  private  enterprise;  2 houses  converted  into  4 
flats;  and  5 houses  built  by  the  Durhaia  County  Council.  In  addition  one 
factory  prenises  was  converted  back  to  a dwelling  house. 

Cor.pared  with  1957>  the  figures  are  as  follow s:  ~ 
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1957  1958 

Houses  built  by  Counoil.  76  I22i. 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise,  55  25 

Houses  built  by  the  Crown.  5 0 

Houses  built  by  Durban  Couniy  Council.  7 5 

Houses  convert ed  into  flats  ( t\7o  each)  5 2 

Houses  converted  fron  factory  prenises.  0 1 

TOTAL.  122  157 


GENERAL  PUBLIC  HE/iLTH  SII.C'iARY. 


1 

Nur.Ler  of 
Inspections, 

; J 

N umber  of 
Informal 

Notices  served. 

— j 

Nur±)er  of 

Pormal  Notices 
Served.  J 

Defects 

Leinedied, 

L « 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts, 

i682 

139 

26 

1^ 

Inspections  for  outstanding  notices. 

631 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - Insufficient. 

8 

8 

— 

6 

- Defective. 

110 

60 

5 

45 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. 

. 126 

. 10 

► •••• 

10 

Drainage. 

312 

52 

5 

50 

Water  supply. 

26 

16 

2 

1 6 

Tents,  vans,  etc.. 

49 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous  visits. 

732 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  AninBls. 

10 

6 

— 

6 

Insanitary  AC.s  and  receptacles. 

24 

20 

10 

Offensive  accumulations. 

6 

6 

— 

6 

Intervie\is, 

514 

— 

— 

— 

Pet  Animals  Act, 

12 

CONVERSIONS  TO  WATER  CARRIAGE. 


During  the  year  a total  of  341  conservancy  type  closets  were 
converted  to  the  water  carriage  systeiu. 

Number  of  conversions  carried  out  by  owners.  70 

Number  of  conversions  carried  out  under  local 

authority  schemes.  271 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  various  types  of  sanitary  conveniences 
in  the  urban  district  were  as  follows: - 
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Water  Closets. 

Ashclosets. 

Ashpits  and  ashpit  privies. 


114^2 

1725 

145 


Over  the  period  of  five  years,  corxiencii;g  1 954>  a total  of  1511 
conversions  have  been  cor.Tpleted,  and  the  staging  of  these  is  shown  in  the 
following  comparative  table. 


¥ 

Year 

Conversions 
by  Owners. 

Conversions 
by  L,  A. 

f — ■ -t 

Total 

1954 

110 

317 

h2.1 

1955 

117 

34 

151 

1956 

115 

232 

347 

1957 

57 

188 

245 

1958 

70 

271 

341 

102{2 

1 

1511  j 
i 

P0D5NT  COrTTROL. 

The  Prevention  of  Daiage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  provides  that  the 
occupier  of  any  land  ( other  than  agricultural  land)  shall  give  notice 
in  writing  to  the  local  authorily  if  it  coi'.bs  to  his  knowledge  that  rats 
an^or  nice  are  living  on  or  resorting  to  the  land  in  substantial 
nunbers. 

Although  not  obligatory,  the  Council  provides  a PPcEE  service  to 
donestic  households  for  the  destruction  of  these  pests,  and  a tine  and 
naterial  chjirge  service  to  other  prenises.  The  use  of  uASPAEIN,  an 
anti-coagulant  poison  has  proved  nost  beneficial  particularly  where  Block 
treatnents  have  been  carried  out.  ' ‘ ^ ".jc  :. 

'cc  - ■ 

Many  doioestic  aniLial  keepers  would  save  endless  trouble  and  expense 
if  suitable  rat  proofing  was  was  taken  as  a routine  neasure.  Renoval  of 
refuse,  i^iles  of  debris,  protection  of  feeding  stuffs  and  prompt  renoval 
of  waste  all  pay  dividends  iii  preventing  the  harbouring  of  rats  and 
resultant  wanton  damage. 

Older  methods  of  rodent  treatment  consisted  of  pre-baiting  with  a 
suitable  bait  such  as  sausage  rusk  for  four  days,  and  then  using  a poison 
like  zinc  phosphide  on  the  fifth  day.  Tlie  use  of  Warfarin  eliminates 
this  as  the  baits  are  poisoned  from  the  cor.mencement  and  the  victims  do  not 
knov;  that  poison  is  being  ingested  with  cuuuulative  effects. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  8l4  inspections  were  carried 
out  and  rats  were  found  on  property  in  1^26  minor  infestations  and  6l  major 
infestations.  The  figures  for  mice  were  26  minor  and  no  major  infestations. 
In  all  the  nuiiber  of  piremises  treated  during  the  year  was  513  and  the  total 
treatments  carried  out  226. 
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It  was  necessary  to  serve  eight  notices  to  l-iave  prcxoises  rat-proofed, 


Type  of  Property. 

V o 

S * 

h ia 

H-  H 
cb 

(1) 

a? 

o e 

G H* 

(2) 

I 

u>  o 

2 

© 

ta  © 

• 4 

(3) 

0 (-3 

0 0 

H cf 

M &> 

• H 

V 0 

IV)  Hj 

' (4) 

0<i 

4 

H* 

0 

& 

c+ 

1 

(5) 

IIuT-iber  of  Premises  in  area. 

6i 

11152 

1832 

13045 

104 

Nuniber  of  Premises  inspected  as  a result  of 

(a)  Notification. 

30 

ifJDO 

47 

477 

4 

( b)  Survey  under  the  Act. 

— 

— 

— 

( c)  OtheOTise. 

2 

50 

32 

Total  Inspections  carried  out. 

( Including  re- inspect  ions) 

95 

552 

154 

801 

13 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by:- 

( a)  Rats.-  (Major 

1 6 

38 

4 

58 

3 

(Minor 

16 

376 

33 

425 

1 

(b)  Mice  (Major 

MMMMM 

— ... 

( Minor 

MM. 

1 6 

10 

26 

MMM 

Number  of  infested  premises  treated 

32 

430 

47 

509 

4 

Total  treatments  carried  out. 

32 

145 

45 

222 

4 

Nur.i)er  of  Notices  served  for:- 

( a)  Treatment. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( b)  Proofing. 

MM 

7 

1 

8 

MM 

Nur±>er  of  "Block"  treatments. 
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— 

CLEANS 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse* 

The  Urban  District  of  Bishop  Auckland  has  an  area  of  933^  acres 
and  a population  estiioated  at  33i3SO,  ai:Ld  the  collection  of  refuse  from 
all  parts  is  carried  out  by  ten  vehicles  nanned  by  twenty  five  nen. 

The  increasing  nuiober  of  seni-detached  houses,  with  long  paths  to 
the  rear,  and  open  spaces  on  housing  estates  creates  extra  distances  for 
vehicles  and  men.  This  is  partly  conpensated  by  the  conversion  of  ash- 
closets  and  the  continued  demolition  of  sluiu  property. 

Despite  various  difficulties,  non  the  least  of  which  was  the  staff 
shortage  occasioned  by  holidays  and  sickness,  a once  weekly  collection 
service  was  reasonably  attained  dui-ing  the  year. 

Three  refuse  tips  are  used,  viz,  Witton  Park,  Nevtfield  and  Black  Boy, 
Gurney  Valley.  It  is  to  the  latter  tint  the  loajor  portion  is  conveyed 
and  where,  with  the  use  of  a small  bulldozer,  a form  of  controlled  tipping 
is  practiced. 

During  the  year  8,966  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  and  disposed. 
Y.^ASTE  PAPER. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  waste  paper  vjas  e^jpanded  during  the 
year.  The  nui±)er  of  refuse  collection  districts  was  reduced  from  ten  to 
nine  by  Judicious  plannixig,  thus  enabling  one  vehicle  to  be  engaged  in 
the  collection  of  waste  paper  and  trade  refuse;  and  occasionally  used  to 
help  other  vehicles  during  staff  shortage.  This  alteration  has,  however, 
streamlined  the  collection  of  salvage , and  now  those  premises  requiring  a 
once  weekly  collection  should  receive  it.  During  the  year  320  loads  of 
salvage  were  collected.  The  paper  was  baled  at  Newton  Cap  destructor,  and 
towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  also  at  South  Church,  where  a second 
baling  machine  was  repaired  and  put  to  use. 

INCOIIE. 


The  quantity  of  paper  sent,  baled,  to  the  Thames  Board  Mills 
continues  to  increase,  and  this  year  totalled  63*3  tons,  which  was  more 
than  a 5^  increase  over  1957- 


Income  from  paper  sales 

Incoi'-ie  from  sale  of  scrap 

Income  from  Trade  Refuse  collection 


1957 

£315.  0.  0. 

£ ^1  • 1 5 • 

£156.  0.  0. 


1958 

£474.15.  0. 
£ 21.15.  0. 
£399.  0.  0. 


Total  income  from  all  so  urces 


£512.15.  0.  £895.10.  0. 


The  total  income  as  shown  is  a 74.^  increase  over  the  previos  year. 


STAFF. 


The  follovdng  table  shoTO  time  lost  in  days  due  to  sickness  during 
the  year  as  coiTipared  v.’ith  155^  and  1957* 


NUtffiER  OP  DAYS  LOST  DUE  TO  SICIQIESS. 

Month 

1 956 

1957 

1958 

January 

41 

72 

31 

February 

73 

35 

63 

March 

37 

47 

79 

April 

20 

60 

May 

24 

17 

40 

June 

35 

2 

8 

July 

47 

5 

27 

August 

57 

14 

1 6 

September 

28 

82 

41 

October 

43 

32 

85 

N ovember 

15 

17 

37 

December 

35 

25 

2 

TOTAL 

455 

392 

w 

The  total  number  of  vi/orking  days  available  during  the  year  i7as  6656. 

The  total  time,  in  days,  lost  from  all  causes  was  508,  and  this 
represents  a loss  over  the  year  of  as  against  in  155^  6,0^ 

in  1957. 


I am,  Hr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Jc  M.  KEGARTY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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..  IgLYLTH  DSPABTI'IENT  STAFF. 


The  following  are  the  principal  members  of  your  Health  Department 

Staff. 


J.ll.  Hegarty,  il. B.  , B. CH.  , E.A. 0.  , D.P.H.  , part  tine  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Bishop  Auckland  tJ. D. C,*  Assistant  County 
(Area  No.  10)  Hedical  Officer. 


R.  Snowdon,  M.A.P.  H.  I.  , M.2.  S.H.  , 1I.R.  I.P.  H.H.  , D.  S.A.A.  , 
Associate  of  the  Institute  of  Duel. 

Certificated  Meat  and  Other  Poods  Inspector. 

Certificated  Smoke  Inspector. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  Meat  Inspector* 

Shops  Act  Inspector* 


J.R.  Lyle,  I.I.A.P.H.  I,  , A.M.I.P. C.  , 
Certificated  Heat  and  Other  Poods  Inspector. 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  Meat  Inspector. 


E.  Young,  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector. 


M.  Cosgrove,  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector. 


T.  K.  Crosby,  Health  Department  Clerk* 


With  the  appointment  of  two  Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors,  the 
Department  now  exceeds  by  one  ( numerically)  the  number  of  staff  employed 
in  1938.  Since  1939  the  nui±>er  of  staff  employed  has  always  been  less 
than  that  of  1 938* 
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Con5)arisoiis  in  Vital  Statistics  etc.  , during  the  years  19^9  - 1958. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

l9i!i-9 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1 956 

1957 

1958 

Crude  Birth  Rate. 

20.9 

17.9 

13.8 

17.4 

17.9 

18.3 

17.6 

17. 3 

1 8. 6 

20.2 

Crude  Death  Rate. 

11.7 

.f2.2 

14.5 

11.6 

11.2 

11.6 

11.0 

11.6 

11.4 

12.5 

Crude  Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

53.1 

35.0 

55.5 

27.3 

21.3 



35.1 

38.5 

li 

30.6 

35*1 

22.4 

1 

THE 

SBCULOSIS.- 

We-^ 

cases  notified. 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Pulmonary  Cases. 

38 

54 

29 

kk- 

3h- 

20 

24 

19 

26 

24 

Non  Pulmonarj?-  Cases. 

13 

11 

2 

4 

4 

3 

1 

L 

4 

2 

5 

INFEGTIOIIS  DISEASES  - Notifications  and  Deaths. 


1?4S 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

N 

D 

H 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

. N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

N 

D 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

D 

6 

.. 

— 

2 

1 

8 

1 

_ 

Meningococcal  Infection. 

- 

- 

3 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Diphtheria. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery. 

6 

- 

12 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

17 

- 

36 

- 

>. 

- 

10 

- 

14 

- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Enteric  Fever. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

.. 

1 

5 

1 

Erysipelas. 

3 

- 

7 

- 

1 

- 

6 

- 

6 

1 

3 

- 

3 

- 

2 

3 

Measles. 

343 

- 

770 

2 

175 

- 

228 

- 

1012 

1 

258 

- 

139 

- 

581 

- 

426 

- 

130 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

3 

‘ - 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Pneumonia. 

7 

19 

2I1. 

20 

31 

24 

53 

11 

55 

11 

34 

18 

59 

20 

hS 

19 

92 

12 

46 

8 

Puerperal  PjTexia. 

7 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

7 

- 

9 

1 

20 

7 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever. 

89 

- 

135 

- 

61 

- 

158 

- 

132 

- 

hh- 

16 

.. 

68 

25 

— 

33 

Smallpox 

Whooping  Cough. 

105 

— 

183 

1 

123 

— 

184 

255 

- 

219 

- 

126 

- 

159^ 

1 

232 

- 

158 

- 

TOTAL. 

568 

19 

1140 

23 

398 

24 

644 

11 

1470 

14 

597 

18 

389 

21 

867 

20 

797 

14 

386 
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NOTIFI CATIONS  OF  FUU/IONAEY  TaSERGULOSIS . 

Including  Inward  Transfers. 


1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958 


Both.  Sexes 


Male  s 


Females 


25 

20 

15 

10 

5 


25 

20 

15 

10 

5 


DEA.1HS  FROM  FUIMONilRY  TUBERCUXOSIS » 


Including  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
who  v/ere  not  notified  prior  to  death 


1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958 


Both  Sexes 


Males  — 


Pemales 


i 


It 


7 


; ‘ ^ 

* . y 


